
 
  
The Interuniversity Research Centre on Globalization and Work (CRIMT) in collaboration with CISO, 
CSQ, CSN and FTQ is organizing a symposium on international trade union action. Its purpose is to 
assess the different initiatives undertaken by labour unions at various levels, be it local, national and 
international. 
 
Since the first cooperation and humanitarian programs have been launched, such initiatives have greatly 
evolved. Nowadays, several union networks exist. We have also witnessed the creation of new tools such 
as international framework agreements, shareholder engagement, and responsible purchasing policy. 
While these international actions are highly challenged, they also convey great expectations. An 
increasing number of unions are involved in building international ties in order to promote and defend 
workersʼ interests.  
 
This important Symposium will tackle a variety of contemporary relevant issues. What tools and resources 
are available to unions? How can we build a dialogue between northern and southern countries? How can 
we enhance workersʼ awareness with respect to international trade unionism? How can these actions 
improve the working conditions here in Canada and abroad? These are some of the questions to be 
discussed among participants during plenary sessions and workshops.  
 
About 50 guest speakers and labour leaders from Canada and abroad will share their experiences of 
international solidarity. Union action without borders is an excellent opportunity to discuss challenges and 
opportunities for building and expanding union solidarity. 
 
When: September 23, from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m & September 24, 2010, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Where: HEC Montréal, 3000, ch. de la Côte-Sainte-Catherine, IBM Amphitheatre 

For registration and more information, please visit: www.crimt.org 
 
Organizing Committee: 
 
Armel Brice Adanhounme  
Research Professional, CRIMT  
Emmanuelle Champion 
PhD Candidate, Université du Québec à Montréal, CRIMT 
Karine Drolet 
Administrative Coordinator, CRIMT 
Mélanie Dufour-Poirier 
Professor, Université du Québec en Outaouais, CRIMT 
Marc-Antonin Hennebert 
Professor, HEC Montréal, CRIMT 
Florina Nicoleta Ivan 
PhD Candidate, HEC Montréal, CRIMT 
Francine Jacques 
Projects Coordinator, CRIMT 
Christian Lévesque 
Professor, HEC Montréal, CRIMT  
Nicolas Roby 
Scientific Coordinator, CRIMT 

Steering Committee: 
 
Michèle Asselin 
Coordinator, CISO  
Denise Gagnon 
Directrice du service de la solidarité internationale, FTQ 
Richard Langlois 
Responsable des relations internationales, CSQ 
Jacques Létourneau 
Adjoint au comité exécutif, CSN 

 

 



 
THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
 
18:00 -     Welcome and Registration (Entrance – IBM Amphitheatre)  
 
19:00 - 19:15 Welcome address (IBM Amphitheatre) 
 
19:15 - 21:15 Plenary session (IBM Amphitheatre) 
 

International trade union actions: challenges and issues 
 

The objective of this first plenary section is to identify the main trends in transnational 
trade union actions, and the challenges labour unions are currently facing. The guest 
speakers will assess actions aimed at advancing workers’ interests at international 
level and in response to local needs. They will also underscore the outcomes of these 
actions on workers’ wellbeing and the need for a coordinated approach.  

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Peter Bakvis (Director, Washington Office of the International Trade Union 
Confederation - ITUC) 
Napoleón Gómez (Executive committee member of International Metalworkers 
Federation, and National President, SNTMMS, Mexico) 
Michèle Asselin (Coordinator, CISO)  

 
Discussant:  

 
Richard Hyman  (Emeritus Professor, Department of Management, London School of 
Economics and Political Science) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Marc-Antonin Hennebert (Assistant Professor, HEC Montréal) 

 
21:15 - 22:00 Meet and greet reception (SGF Room) 



FRIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
 
8:30 - 10:30 Plenary session (IBM Amphitheatre) 
 

Labour Organizations’ Mobilization Strategies at the International Level 
 

The second plenary session will explore some experiences of transnational solidarity 
and will attempt to identify the issues at stake: What tools and resources are 
available to trade unions and what strategies do they apply at various levels (global 
union federations, national and local union organizations)? The participants will try to 
determine the challenges posed by transnational activism, including raising member 
awareness, generating North-South dialogue and maintaining expanded coalitions. 

 
 Guess speakers: 
 
 Rebecca Gumbrell-McCormick (Lecturer in Management, Birkbeck University of London)  
 Cathy Feingold (Director of International Affairs, AFL-CIO)  

Peter Fairbrother (Professor, International Employment Relations, RMIT University, Australia) 
 

Discussants:  
 

André Leclerc (Former advisor, QFL) 
Adelheid Hege (IRES) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Mélanie Dufour-Poirier (Professor, Université du Québec en Outaouais) 

 
10:30 - 10:45 Break 
 
10:45 - 12:30 Workshops: Goals of Transnational Union Activities 
 

Six workshops will be held simultaneously offering an opportunity for the participants 
to attend presentations aligned with their interests and preferences and discuss 
issues with the panellists.  

 
WORKSHOP 1 (Standard Life Room) 

Building New International Norms for Regulating MNC’s Activities  
 

This workshop is intended to raise questions about the effectiveness of new tools 
(international framework agreements, codes of conduct, etc.) aimed at regulating the 
activities of multinational corporations and their production networks. It will be an 
opportunity to discuss the advantages of these tools for expanding the limits of 
traditional trade unions action.  

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Michèle Descolonges (Sociologist associated with the Laboratoire Genre, Travail, 
Mobilités, Université Paris X – Nanterre) 
Nathalie Guay (Adviser, Labour Relations Department, CSN) 
Nikolaus Hammer (Lecturer, University of Leicester) 
Marie-Noëlle Roy (Coordinator, Coalition québécoise contre les ateliers de misère) 

 
Moderator:  

 
 Reynald Bourque (Professor, School of Industrial Relations, University of Montreal) 



10:45 - 12:30 WORKSHOP 2 (Banque Scotia Room) 
 
 Socially Responsible Finance: A Support for International Trade Union Actions  
 

The guest speakers will illustrate the variety of tools labour unions have developed in 
support to regional development and an efficient dialogue with corporations on social 
responsibilities issues. The workshop will account for trade unions experiences while 
encouraging a critical reflection on them. 
 
Guest speakers: 

 
Marie-Hélène Gosselin (Advisor, Solidarity Fund, QFL) 
Michel Lizée (Coordinator, Community Services, UQAM) 
Claude Normandin (Développement stratégique et commercialisation, Fondaction) 
Daniel Simard (General Coordinator, Bâtirente, CSN) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Emmanuelle Champion (PhD Candidate, UQAM) 

 
 
 WORKSHOP 3 (Van Houtte Room) 
 

Protecting Public Services: A Matter of Solidarity 
 

In the context of the global trend toward privatization, labour unions are seeking new 
ways to protect public services (water, electricity, education, healthcare, etc.). New 
regional alliances and coalitions involving local communities are emerging and 
mobilization campaigns are taking shape. 

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Luc Allaire (Advisor, Professional and social action service, CSQ) 
Sarah Belanger (Public Service Alliance of Canada) 
Josée Lamoureux (Advisor, CSN) 
Michel Parenteau (Assistant director, Canadian Union of Public Employees) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Thomas Collombat (Post-doctoral researcher, Centre d’études sur l’intégration et la 
mondialisation, UQAM) 



10:45 - 12:30 WORKSHOP 4 (Serge Saucier Room) 
 

Union Education as a Lever for Transnational Union Solidarity 
 

Training and education at the international level is part of the dialogue between trade 
unions organizations from the developed and the developing countries. Drawing on 
testimonies of transnational solidarity, the workshop will highlight this double 
movement of trade unions cooperation between Québec and some developing 
countries. 

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Isabelle Coulombe (Advisor, Education, FTQ) 
Claude Dorion (Director, MCE Conseil) 
Jean Robitaille (Advisor, CSQ) 

 
Moderator:  

 
 Armel Brice Adanhounme (Research professional, CRIMT) 
 
 

WORKSHOP 5 (IBM Amphitheatre) 
 
 Trade Union Solidarity Funds as Tools for Development 
 

This workshop will deal with the diversity of activities developed at the international 
level with humanity or international solidarity funds. The workshop will help to better 
understand the outcomes of these activities on the South as well as their impacts on 
trade unions practices in Canada. 

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Duncan Brown (Executive Secretary, Humanity Fund, CEP) 
Louise Casselman (PSAC Social Justice Fund Officer) 
Daniel Malette (Humanity Fund, Metallos) 
Marcel Rondeau (Social Justice Fund, CAW) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Jan Frans Ricard (PhD Candidate in Sociology, UQAM) 



12:30 - 13:45 Lunch (Hydro-Québec Atrium) 

13:45 - 15:45 Plenary session (IBM Amphitheatre) 
 

Action Campaigns and International Mobilization: Stakes and Challenges 
 

Do action campaigns and mobilization at the international level strengthen local, 
national and international organizations? What are the results generated by these 
international endeavours? This plenary session is structured around the testimonies 
of union activists involved in international mobilization campaigns, and concludes with 
the conditions under which these campaigns are successful.  

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Mark Anner (Professor, Labor Studies and Industrial Relations, Pennsylvania State University) 
Ruben Cortina (President, UNI Americas) 
Reg Weaver (Vice-President, Education International) 
 
Discussant:  

 
Duncan Brown (Executive Secretary, Humanity Fund, CEP) 
Christian Dufour (IRES) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Christian Lévesque (Professor, HEC Montréal) 

 
15:45 - 16:00 Break 
 
16:00 - 17:00 Round-table (IBM Amphitheatre) 
 

At the end of two days of dialogue, this roundtable will feature people responsible for 
international issues. The purpose of the roundtable is twofold. First, the participants 
will summarize the situation and propose new perspectives for action. Second, they 
will identify paths for action by offering an alternative to the neo-liberal policies 
promoted by corporations and governments. 

 
Guest speakers: 

 
Denise Gagnon (Director, International Solidarity Service, FTQ) 
Richard Langlois (International Relation Officer,  CSQ) 
Jacques Létourneau (Deputy to the Executive Committee, CSN) 
Lucien Royer (Director, International Department, CLC) 

 
Moderator:  

 
Gregor Murray (Professor, School of Industrial Relations, University of Montreal)  

 
17:00 End of Conference 
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